A LETTER from an Engliſh Merchant, who left Y; 

'-. Holland, and came to take a Proſpe of our future Settlement, to 
bis Friend in Rotterdam, which being Intercepted, is thought fit to 

be Publiſhed. | | 
SIR, | 
| OU very well know, that the ſtrongeſt temptations which return'd me to my 
Y Native C untry, were the hopes ot ſeeing it intirely happy, the Land of Ca- 

* aan, the Land of Promiſe. When the P. of 0. Declar'd the deſign of his 
Expedition was to obſtrut the Evil Courſes of his Father-in-Law, I could 

never imagine he would have faln in with the fame Meaſures, and as bad Miuiſters 
himſelf. 1 expeRed a Theocracy, a Government levell'd to the Common Good, an 
utter Extirpation of Arbitrary Power, and an Extenſive Liberty of Conſeience, 
a Conſiſtency of one thing with another, and as much of Plato's idea as could be 

\ reduced to Practice. Little did I cream that the P. of O. could be infeted with'Mo-» 
narchy and that he who had been bred up in a Commonwealth, could fo ſoon 
alpire to Tyranny. I did not believe that Monſieur Benting was togive Cloſet-Law 

* to England, and that no Man ſhould get into Preferment, Rowever worthy he is 
of if, unleſs he has firſt ſertled his Accomprs with my Lord Portland : Bur ſince this 
is the way.l don't doubt but we ſhall have moreShales's every year to betray theKing 
and our Country ; and I begin to fear this man willgrow as jaſt a Grievance 2s the 
Old Duke of Buckingham was to this Nation in the daysof King Charles the Firſt. I 
could * not gueſs that Danby, Nottingham, Godolphia, and ſuch like, were 
to manage all our Aﬀairs, no more than I could ſuppoſe that Licutenant-General 

' Ludlow would have been Hunted down, for having once fo greatly.vindicated our 
Rights. Here, indeed, I am altoniſhed, rhat Major Wildman, Major Manly, &zc. 
(who were Our-laws) were fit to fit with them in the Parliament- Houſe, and at the 
13me time Ludlow fit to be Hanged. If Kings are puniſhable for Male- Adminiſtra- 
tion, that puniſhment is- moſt Wiſe and moſt Honeſt, that makes things moſt ſafe -. 
And it is an Act to be repented of, that we did not make our ſelves as {ccure at Ro. 
cheſter this time Twelvemonth as Ne: du formerly. It a King is Impunible, we ought 
all to have ſubſcribed to Paſſive Obedience, but if he can be a Traytor to the Com- 
monywealth, he ſhould dye as inch, and his Judges never upbraided for it; but when 
ſuch are employed as were the avowed Faxtors of unlimited Power, it is a com- 
plement to the Miniſtry to Stigmatize, and cry out upon Republicans. But I am 
not. only diſappointed in our Prince, for no'man could have perfwaded me that my 
Lord Do ,and Del-----,would have fold Places,or could have been guilty of Bri- 
4 bery, much leſs ſhowlg I have tear'd that HZampd----, and the leading Men of the 
Houſe of Commons, ſhould have ſold their Fellow-ſubjets for 'the greateſt Ad- 
vancement at Court, And leaſt of all did I apprehend that the Members would be 
ſo openly Pentionary, and run as errantly into the Diſtintion ot Court, and 
Country Party, as they did in that long Parliament of King Charles the Second : 
But we have now freſh reaſon to remember who was the greateft Miniſter then. 
Thus far .tor Civils, but Religion is manag'd yet more oddly : The King has ſworn 
poſitively to maintain two Religions, has changed his own, and for the fake of 
Epiſcopacy, has Exerciſed a Diſpenſing Power, and turn'd out the Whigg FaQion 
in Scotland, The Sacramental Teſt, 1s kept on foot to keep thoſe out of. Office 
whoare fitteſt to be in it; and a new Creed is mace for the Quakers, that neither 
they, nor any body elſe underſtand. And to conclude, with whar is yet moſt miſera- 
ble,we are crowded with Foreigners,to ſupport and maintain this certain Vaſlalage, 
and uncertain Religion.. Torys muſt Govern the Corporations, and Mercenaries the 
Kingdoms, . which | ſhall f&om hencetorward give up for irretrieveably loſt, unleſs 
1 ſee ſome BravePatriot,have theCourage and. Honeſty to ImpeachBenting, &c. that 

ieries, whois nor only il] hindelf, all ill men into Preſer- 
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